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Dawn J. Wright is Chief Scientist of the Environmental Systems 
Research Institute (ESRI). She is on leave as Professor of Geography 
and Oceanography in the College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 
Sciences at Oregon State University. She earned an individual 
interdisciplinary Ph.D. in physical geography and marine geology from 
the University of California at Santa Barbara.  Dr. Wright has authored 
or co-authored more than 130 articles and 5 books on marine 
geographic information systems, hydrothermal activity and tectonics 
of mid-ocean ridges, and marine data modeling and 
cyberinfrastructure. She has participated in over 20 oceanographic 
research expeditions worldwide, including 10 legs of the Ocean 

Drilling Program and 3 dives in the Alvin submersible. Her research currently focuses on coastal/ocean 
cyberinfrastructure, geographic information science, benthic terrain and habitat characterization, and the 
processing and interpretation of high- resolution bathymetry and underwater videography/photography. 
Dr. Wright is a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and of 
Stanford University’s Aldo Leopold Leadership Program. In 2007 she was named U.S. Professor of the 
Year for the state of Oregon by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the 
Council for the Advancement and Support of Education. 

 


